*The Sheffield Meadow* 
-NEWS, INFORMATION AND UPDATES FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD-

Summer 2005

Brought to you by the Sheffield Meadows Neighborhood Association 
>< SUMMER GREETINGS ><

  The Sheffield Meadows Neighborhood Association would like to pass along Summer Greetings to you and yours!  The Association is gearing up for an exciting and very busy summer.

  A meeting was held on June 8th (large invitation signs were posted at both entrances two days prior to the meeting) and the following is a summary of the meeting’s results, goals, desires and initiatives.

  Please take a few moments to read the newsletter.  We graciously welcome all residents who wish to be involved with the SMNA.

>> NEXT SMNA MEETING <<
   The SMNA would like to meet quarterly.  The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 14th.  We will, again, post the large signs at both entrances two days prior to the meeting.  The signs will list the time and location.

  Please attend if there are any ideas, questions, concerns you would like to bring to the table.  Get involved!  We have a great neighborhood! 

>< MISSION STATEMENT ><
  As a reminder, the Mission Statement of the SMNA is to ensure a safe, friendly and beautiful neighborhood that promotes a desirable family atmosphere while ensuring the strength and growth of your property value.

>> WANTED! TREASURER <<
  After many years of unrecognized hard work, Debbie Proudfoot is stepping down as the Treasurer for Sheffield Meadows.  Debbie has handled this task for many years and is owed a tremendous amount of thanks.  Thank You Debbie!

  Do you have a background in bookkeeping?  Can you spare 1-2 hours per month?  Please contact Stu to offer your assistance.

  >< NEW COMMITTEES FORMING ><
  The SMNA is laying the groundwork to form, as well as enhance, some critical neighborhood committees.  IMPORTANT! Contact SMNA president, Stu Ludlow, if you would like to join any of these committees. Please see the attached sheet for a complete listing of all committees and current members. 

Safety Committee:

  Carol is looking into getting a speed monitor placed occasionally on the busier streets such as Wynford and Dublinshire.  This would be a friendly reminder to neighborhood and visiting motorists of our 25 MPH speed limit keeping the safety of our children paramount.

  She has not had a strong response to the idea of “Safe Houses”.  This is another great idea to offer a safety option for our little ones giving them a safe place to go should the need arise.  Please contact Carol for more information or if you would like to participate in this program.

Architectural Committee:

  This committee will strive to create by-laws to protect the integrity of Sheffield Meadows.

  Part of its duties will include reviewing new permits as well as reacting to violations of existing city permits.

  Once the committee has established and published (to the neighborhood) a well defined set of by-laws it will have the opportunity to address any infractions.

Public Relations Committee:

  One of the current challenges of this committee is to get a neighborhood directory together.  We are looking to have our Street Captains collect directory information while they collect the annual dues (again, see “A Letter from Our President”).  The more participants we get for the directory the better the finished product will be.

  A Sheffield Meadows website is still on the table and being discussed but we need some help from you computer wizards out there.  Be a part of this extremely critical committee.  As you know, a website can offer a world of possibilities!

  We would like to continue to offer this newsletter following the quarterly meetings.  If you would like to contribute any articles or information to the next newsletter please e-mail them to Dan Hackett at danhackett@columbus.rr.com promptly after the next meeting.

Social Committee:

  The Annual Garage Sale is planned for Friday & Saturday, July 15th & 16th from 9am-1pm.  There is a $5 charge to each home involved to cover advertising.  A flyer will be distributed to you with all the details.

  After a several year hiatus, the Block Party is being resurrected!  Saturday, August 20 is the date from 1PM until?  No neighborhood dues are used for this event so there will be a small fee per family to cover the cost of burgers, buns, condiments, plates, napkins, etc…more info to follow.  Bring your own beverages and if your last name begins with:

A-H bring a vegetable dish

I-R bring a salad dish

S-Z bring a dessert

Mark your calendars for these exciting neighborhood events!

  If you are interested in participating in a neighborhood playgroup, contact Kelly Harvey-Jones by phone at 718-0953 or by e-mail at kellyharveyjones@yahoo.com.  This is a wonderful way to make new friends, get to know your neighbors and even network for babysitters!

Beautification Committee:

  This committee has a very heavy and pressing responsibility since it oversees the maintenance and upkeep of our entrances.  Our entrances are the “first impression” our neighborhood offers and you only get one chance to make a good first impression.

  Visitors and prospective buyers pass by these “doorways” to our neighborhood and they need to look their best.

  Items that need to be discussed are: fresher landscaping, fixing the sprinkler system, reworking the lighting sensors…all these costs can completely absorb the dues we pay to our association.  Please see “A Letter from Our President”.

  The following is a letter from the Beautification Committee:

News from the Beautification Committee

  The Beautification Committee has been working hard to keep Sheffield Meadows looking in top form.  Thanks to everyone who helped out a couple of weeks ago weeding and trimming all the landscaping.  We are making headway!  Here are a few things we are currently working on:

1) Neighborhood volunteers will paint the wooden signs at both entrances.  They are starting to fade and peel and need a nice touch up.  This is a short term fix for the year as we discuss possibilities for replacement options.  We will be gathering bids to see what a stone or similar sign structure would cost.

2) We currently are accepting bids to fix the current irrigation system so we can have more flowers and add some color to the entrance ways.

3) We will be moving the light sensor on both entrances so they do not remain on during the day.  They get covered by the tall grass in the summer, which is why they seem to always be on.

  If you would like to help out with our committee or have any suggestions on how to keep Sheffield Meadows beautiful, feel free to contact Steve Brown, Brad Stoppenhagen or Corey Jones.

>> A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT <<

Dear Sheffield Meadows Resident,

  This letter is very important and I urge you to take a minute to review this information.  It’s time for our annual dues to be collected for the period ending June 30th, 2005.  It is critical that each resident understands what the dues are used for and how they benefit you personally.

  Some people are under the assumption that social events or select committees use the money for their individual causes such as Block Parties, Easter Egg Hunts, etc.  Let me assure you that the opposite is the case.  If an event is planned, that committee must raise the money outside of the neighborhood budget and your dues are never touched.  Most committee members donate their time, assets and even out of pocket expenses for the well being of the committee events and the neighborhood.

 The lion’s share of the dues collected is used to maintain the entrances at both Avery and Muirfield roads.  Items such as lights, electric, water, lawn maintenance, flowers, fertilizer, mulch as well as any plumbing or electrical issues that come up are paid out of this budget.  Items that are left untouched would be a noticeable eye sore.

  A complete annual accounting has been kept on record and is posted in timely newsletters.  We just barely make due each year and are slowly falling behind financially. The signs, lights, plumbing and landscaping are all well over seven years old and are in need of repair.  This disrepair affects the bottom line of your property value.  Having a strong neighborhood association that welcomes newcomers and maintains a high standard of living for the current residents certainly adds to the value of your home.  We are in competition with all the surrounding neighborhoods!  

  During the last seven years, since the inception of Sheffield Meadows, the dues have never been increased.  If you compare our dues with the surrounding neighborhoods you will find that ours are among the lowest.  Most others are many more times ours.  If we have 100% participation and increase the annual dues to $50.00 instead of the current $40.00 we may just be able to maintain the appealing standard set in Dublin  

Unfortunately, some residents elect not to pay which places an extra burden on those of us that do pay.  Most other association dues are a mandatory commitment and part of the home’s purchase agreement. That association has the right to assess liens on those homes that do not pay.  We do not want to go down that path. 

I have asked your street captains to personally collect this year’s dues or to make arrangements for a convenient time to collect your share.  If you watch and read the quarterly newsletters, you will find that this money is well spent and many people have volunteered to make Sheffield Meadows a place you want to be.

Your Neighborhood Association thanks you in advance in this matter!

Best regards,

Stu Ludlow

President
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Steve & Katy Brown (Round Tower even)

6045 Round Tower Lane

(H) 766-6244

BROWNS42@Nationwide.com
kbrown@wbzx.comj
Kelly Harvey-Jones (Round Tower odd)
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